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Historical corpora of some World Englishes varieties have already been created (Brato 2019; 
Unuabonah et al. 2022; Borlongan & Collins 2023), and others are in progress, enabling novel 
research into the diachronic development of these varieties. Likewise, the International Corpus of 
English (ICE) project (Greenbaum 1992; Kirk & Nelson 2018) has provided a framework for high-
quality synchronic corpora of World Englishes, allowing important comparative work to be carried 
out. However, historical corpora of World Englishes are currently relatively limited, with uneven 
geographical and diachronic coverage. There is still a notable opportunity for the creation of 
diachronic resources for World Englishes, including material from a wider range of places and time 
periods.  
 
This workshop focuses on the challenges and opportunities of building historical corpora of World 
Englishes, bringing together a new network of scholars working in the creation of historical World 
Englishes corpora to share expertise, discuss ambitions for the future, and establish common 
ground on good practice. The workshop is particularly aimed at those working on the digitization 
of historical World Englishes texts or the compilation of such digitized texts into diachronic 
corpora.   
 
The focus of the workshop will be Outer Circle and Expanding Circle varieties. Those working on 
historical corpora of Inner Circle varieties are also welcome to attend the workshop and participate 
in the discussions.   
 
The OED’s participation in the event marks a key stage in its ambitious project to create a single, 
large, and long-scale Historical Corpus of English. The inclusion of historical materials from World 
Englishes varieties in this corpus is a vital objective of this project, which aims to increase the reach 
and impact of projects to digitize this material.   
 
Questions to be addressed will include:  
 
• What types of texts can be included in corpora of World Englishes?  
• What materials are available and how can these texts be accessed?  
• How can we overcome any challenges in accessing and digitizing material for historical corpora 

of World Englishes?  
• What limitations can historical corpora of World Englishes expect to meet? For example, limits 

to the amount of material held in archives or in the time periods for which we have written 
material representing a particular variety.  

 
These speakers have already confirmed their participation, with the following paper titles: 
 
• Ariane Borlongan: Diachronic corpora of Philippine English and Japanese English. 
• Robert Fuchs & Tjorven Halves: Introducing the Corpus of Historical Indian English. 
• Christian Mair: Postcolonial internationalisms in the OED: A new stratum of the English 

lexicon? 



• Danica Salazar & Amanda Thomas: The Oxford Corpus of Historical English: Developing a 
new global resource for research into modern and historical English. 

• Ninja Schulz & Carolin Biewer: Genre development, comparability and representativeness: 
Rethinking the structure of diachronic corpora using insights from the compilation of the 
Diachronic Corpus of Hong Kong English (DC-HKE). 

• Guyanne Wilson: Beyond newspapers: Increasing the range of written text-types in the 
Historical Corpus of English in Trinidad. 
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