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Although much has been written about language(s) in development for Timor-Leste, very few have
examined the perspectives of young Timorese regarding the roles of English in the continuing
development of Asia’s youngest nation. Anchored in the notion of language in development
(Appleby 2000), this article investigates the views of eleven young Timorese professionals (Y'TPs)
on English as and for development in the state. From a language as development lens, the YTPs
reflected on the role of English in opening doors for economic growth and social mobility. They
therefore encourage the furtherance of English language teaching (ELT) in Timor-Leste through
local policies and international study opportunities. As a language for development, the Y'TPs agree
that the language is necessary to support efforts towards robust local development and strong
international recognition. English for development was thus viewed as an instrument for the
development of other fields outside ELT. Against the backdrop of language policies that favor
Portuguese and Tetun, the findings suggest that present-day YTPs continue to echo the language
sentiments of 2002 when young Timorese who were at the forefront of the fight for independence
favored English as the language for economic and cultural development.
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