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Despite the fact that Mauritius was a British colony for more than 150 years (1810-1968), the
English language has not been very influential in the multilingual territory until recently. French,
also brought to the country via colonization (1715-1810) and French Creole (Morisien) play the
more dominant role which could, in Kachru’s (1985) terms, be placed into an ‘Outer Circle French’
situation.

Recent surveys (Rajah-Carrim 2005, Bissoonauth 2012, Themere 2024) have pointed out the
increasing role of English which still has an ambiguous status but, due to global influences and its
dominant use in the virtual domain (Auckle 2017) is on the rise and now in competition with
French and also French Creole in many domains. The situation of English in Mauritius, therefore,
resembles more an Expanding Circle situation even though it also has the status of an official
language.

This paper will provide a first overview of the changing status and function of English in the Indian
Ocean territory. It will also propose a mixed method approach which also includes Linguistic
Landscape Studies and language use in virtual communities of practice to further investigate the
place of English in the sociolinguistic realism of Mauritius today.
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