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Research on English in Brazil, as in many other Expanding Circle contexts, has tended to focus on
issues concerning second language acquisition as well as the role of English in teaching and
learning, with recent studies also exploring perspectives that consider English as an international
language (Rajagopalan & Rajagopalan 2005; Finardi 2016, 2018; Gimenez et al. 2017; Silva Jr. et al.
2024). However, studies on English in Brazil from a World Englishes perspective remain scarce,
with a few notable exceptions (e.g. Friedrich 2000). While some learner corpora include sub-
components featuring written and spoken Brazilian learner language (Gilquin et al. 2010; Granger
et al. 2020), there is a notable absence of World Englishes-informed corpus research specifically
focused on English in Brazil.

This paper aims to initiate corpus-based research on English in Brazil from a World Englishes
perspective. It will address methodological issues in corpus creation, including the availability of
English language data in the country. Given Brazil’s significant socioeconomic disparities,
knowledge and use of English in Brazil are highly stratified, with English serving as a marker of
social prestige among well-educated, affluent Brazilians (Berber Sardinha 2016). Emphasis in the
methodological discussion will therefore be given to the role of sociolinguistic variation in who
uses English, where and in which ways, and implications for corpus design and compilation. The
paper concludes by outlining potential next steps for developing a corpus of English in Brazil
within a World Englishes framework.
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