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Even though efforts to model English varieties have advanced to ever more sophisticated 
frameworks, Braj B. Kachru’s (1985) concentric circles model (conceptualizing varieties of English 
into the Inner, Outer, or Expanding Circle) remains a terminological anchor point in the field of 
World Englishes. Retaining Kachru’s terminology, we can observe that not all Englishes are treated 
equally in the linguistic research landscape (cf. Tupas 2015 on the notion of ‘unequal Englishes’). 
While Inner Circle Englishes as traditional arbiters of norm provision are often considered the 
‘basis’ of work on varieties of English, Outer Circle Englishes (aka ‘Postcolonial Englishes’ or ‘New 
Englishes’) have seen extensive research efforts since the publication of Kachru’s seminal work. 
The Expanding Circle, however, has received less attention from scholars in the field. There are 
several reasons for this, among them the lack of clearly defined communities of speakers or of a 
clearly identifiable Anglophone colonial influence, the presence of research traditions focusing 
more on language teaching and acquisition in these locales, and the relegation of Expanding Circle 
research to the English as a lingua franca domain. 

In this talk, we introduce a concerted effort to bring Expanding Circle Englishes to the limelight 
of World Englishes research: the xE+ Research Network. xE+ brings together researchers with 
interests in regional settings that are traditionally considered part of the Expanding Circle (i.e., 
locales where English has no official function and which are usually considered non-postcolonial 
in nature). The network aims to facilitate the transfer of knowledge on Expanding Circle Englishes, 
to problematize the distinction from other variety types and the use of Inner Circle Englishes as a 
basis for comparison, and to create a research agenda that takes into account transnational 
developments related to the variation of English world-wide. While conceptually corpus-based in 
nature, xE+ is open to other methodological approaches to Expanding Circle Englishes. 

References 

Kachru, B. B. 1985. Standards, codification and sociolinguistic realism: The English language in 
the Outer Circle. In R. Quirk & H. G. Widdowson (eds.), English in the World: Teaching and 
Learning the Language and Literatures, 11–30. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press & The 
British Council. 

Tupas, Ruanni (ed.) 2015. Unequal Englishes: The Politics of Englishes Today. London: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 


