Explorations on the emerging variety of English in Oman
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Oman falls within Kachru’s Expanding Circle, with English serving as the country’s unofficial
second language after Arabic. English is considered an essential tool for modernization, progress,
and science and technology (Al-Issa 2007, Berns 2019) and the widespread use of English in various
sectors reflects its significance in the country, particularly in urban areas. New generations of
Omanis see English as a symbol of prestige and superior social status (Al Bakri 2013). This
proliferation of English results in a localization of the language to fit the sociolinguistic landscape.
According to Tuzlukova and Mehta (2020), the use of an Arabized form of English has gained
popularity, fostering a language that is innovatively structured and conversationally approachable.

Oman has a substantial population of non-Omani nationals (>40%), primarily migrant workers
(Arabian Stories 2025). This has created a multilingual environment, with English as a key medium
of communication across different linguistic groups, with migrant workers also influencing the
variety of English spoken in Oman today. Although English is the medium of public
communication and the workforce, it is perceived as a language that does not need to be
‘internalized’ or ‘owned’, as it has little impact on an individual’s life.

Despite the complexities surrounding its roles, functions, and status, empirical research on English
in Oman remains limited. This study aims to investigate these complexities and aspects, specifically
highlighting the influence of Omani Arabic and other varieties of English introduced by migrants
on the English spoken in Oman. The study utilizes a corpus of spoken discourse from social media
platforms which are commonly used by Omanis and migrant workers, providing a comprehensive
exploration of authentic linguistic practices. Furthermore, it examines how these linguistic
influences shape the local variety of English. Thus, this study seeks to contribute to the field of
World Englishes, particularly within the Gulf region, and to offer insights into the local variety of
English.
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