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This paper presents the words of Japanese origin which have entered the Oxford English Dictionary
throughout the history and evolution of Japanese English, putting together the details on historical
background and events, language- and education-related policies, sociocultural underpinnings, and
their effects on the linguistic structure, particularly, its lexical development. In the process, this
paper also reevaluates Japanese English as a variety in Schneider’s Dynamic Model (2003, 2007).
The story begins with early English language contact in Japan until the isolationist foreign policy
of the Tokugawa shogunate came into effect from 1603 to 1868. As Japan came out of isolation,
English was reintroduced to the country and became an important resource in its foreign relations.
Japan eventually became among the political and economic leaders as it has grappled with its unique
relationship with English as a foreign language yet a truly important one. This paper also serves as
a case study of how the lexicon of local variety of English is ‘legitimized’ in dictionaries such as the
Oxford English Dictionary and recognized as part of general English lexicon. The paper also analyzes
which lexical categories and processes have been prevalent in the development of Japanese English
across its history.
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