Do native authors agree more
than non-native professional writers?
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This study examines agreement patterns in academic writing, focusing on subjects expressed by
collective nouns (group, team), uncountable nouns (research), countable plural forms lacking marked
morphology (data, media), and singular forms ending in -s (serzes, dynamics). Using a 4.4-million-word
corpus of research articles written by native and non-native English speakers across four
disciplinary groups (Physical sciences, Social sciences, Arts and Humanities, and Life sciences), the
study investigates variation in agreement patterns across disciplines and between linguistic

backgrounds.

The nouns for the analysis were selected according to the following criteria: 1) they are found in
the Academic Word List (Coxhead 1998),and 2) they display variationin agreement patternsin the
corpus. The corpus was processed using AntConc (Anthony 2014), which facilitated quantitative
analysis. However, identifying agreement patterns for the target nouns required extensive manual
pruning.

The quantitative analysis revealed several trends. First, collective nouns were more frequently used
with singular verbs in professional academic writing. However, soft sciences exhibited a more
pronounced tendency to use plural agreement patterns compared to hard sciences, with native
speakers’ texts in history and literature showing the most variation. Second, the uncountable noun
research demonstrated minimal variation in agreement patterns, except in soft sciences, where non-
native authors used plural verbs more frequently than native speakers, particularly in social sciences.
Third, countable plural forms lacking marked morphology displayed contrasting trends: while soft
sciences showed greater variation in their use, native speakers predominantly used media with
singular verbs, whereas non-native speakers favoured plural verbs. Conversely, data was more
commonly used with singular verbs in non-native writing, especially in history and linguistics.
Finally, singular forms ending in -s also exhibited distinct patterns. The use of series with singular
and plural verbs was roughly equal across hard and soft sciences. However, dynamics showed greater
variation in hard sciences. Native speakers tended to use serves with singular verbs more frequently
than non-native speakers, while dynamics was more often used with singular verbs in non-native
writing,

In summary, the corpus analysis revealed significant variationinagreement patterns for the specific

noun groups in academic discourse, both across disciplinary fields and between texts written by
authors with different linguistic backgrounds.
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