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Modern English generally favours number agreement between plural antecedents and coreferential
terms (e.g. adverbials, objects, modifiers), as seen in examples like Animals make their homes with the
resonrces versus Some animals make their bome in it (COCA). While much research has examined
agreement (e.g. D’Alessandro et al. 2008; Halpert 2016; Baker 2008; Keine 2010; Fleischer et al.
2015), the specific phenomenon of non-verbal plural number agreement remains underexplored.
This presentation highlights recent findings from several studies by my colleagues and me drawing
on:

¢ Modern English Corpus Studies: Our research (Rudnicka 2019; Rudnicka & Klégr 2023)
tests the claim that number agreement between the plural antecedentand coreferential term
is the default option in British and American English. Furthermore, since this preference
is not without exceptions, we provide an overview of scenarios in which the tendency for
the distributive plural is overruled. We classify the factors blocking the use of the plural
and enabling the use of the distributive singular. To test this, we analyse the phrases /ose
one’s life and Jose one’s job in the British National Corpus (BNC) and the Conpus of Contemporary
American English (COCA).

e Historical Perspective: We explore distributive singular and plural uses of the noun
stomachin Early and Late Modern English medical regimens, drawing on data from the Earjy
Modern English Medical Texts (EMEMT) and Late Modern English Medical Texts (LMEMT)
corpora (Rudnicka & Whitt accepted). The findings show that despite the preference for
plural forms in modern English, there is at least one scenario — a generalising context —
where free variation between singular and plural forms can be observed since atleast the
16" century.

e Cross-Linguistic Comparisons: Comparing German, Polish and Czech to English
(Rudnicka 2024; Rudnicka & Klégr 2024), we combine findings from corpus studies, the
literature, and two kinds of acceptability ratings — Likert-scale questionnaires, completed
by four hundred participants, and forced-choice questionnaires, filled out by one hundred
and twenty participants on the Prolific platform. Our findings confirm that English,
German, Polish and Czech differ in their preferences concerning non-verbal plural number
agreement. These differences are context- and noun-related.

¢ World Englishes: We examine distributive plural and singular uses in selected World
Englishes, focusing on verbal phrasemes, namely, change one’s life, change one’s mind, find one’s
way, learn one’s lesson, lose one’s life, and shake one’s head (Rudnicka & Leimgruber in
preparation). This analysis combines corpus data from the Corpus of Global Web-based English
(GloWbE) and elicited data from online-based questionnaires. One of the contexts in
which we look at the results is ‘free variation’, seen by Brown & Miller (2013: 170) as
variation in which forms can be used without any change or contrast of meaning,
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