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Some geographical varieties of English admit variable verbal agreement with collective nouns: the
verb can either be inflected for the singular, owing to the grammatical number of the noun, or take
a plural form on the basis of the semantic plurality of the collective. Of all these varieties, British
Englishappears to exhibit the highest degree of alternation; thus, ithas almostalways beenincluded
in prior studies devoted to this subject, beitas the sole focus of research (Tieku2020) orto contrast
its data with the results of other varieties (Levin 2001; Hundt 2006; Fernandez-Pena 2020; Lakaw
2024). Although collective-verb agreement has been already researched before, we still lack
information regarding the current state of affairs of this phenomenon. This paper proposes a
corpus-driven diachronic study of the evolution of the agreement patterns of a series of collectives
(band, family, crowd, crew, etc.) in recent times in British English, paying particular attention to an
array of predictors that may influence the choice of the speaker/writer. These predictors include
complexity-related factors (number of words in the noun phrase, number of pre-modifiers, number
of post-modifiers, etc.) and morpho-syntactic variables (type of determiner, verbal tense, type of
pre- and post-modifier, etc.). Some of these have been considered by prior research on this topic,
whereas others will be included for the first time as part of this study.

The data will be extracted from two corpora, the British National Corpus (BNC Consortium; BNC)
and the British National Corpus 2014 (Brezina et al. 2021; BNC14), and will be analysed both
qualitatively and quantitatively. The BNC and the BNC14 have been selected due to their similar
composition and the necessity to work with a large number of words in order to obtain a sufficient
number of instances for some of the less frequently used collectives. Preliminary research has
identified an unexpected increase in the likelihood of the plural form of the agreeing verb with
some collectives (family, band, andience) over the last three decades, as well as certain contexts which
appear to favour semantic agteement: the presence of possessive noun phrases or 1 and 3 person
possessive pronouns before the collective, the relative influence of increasing distance measured in
wortds between the noun and the verb, relative clauses or prepositional phrases headed by of as
post-modifiers of the collective, etc. These and further results will be presented to cast new light
on the impact of contextual material on the agreement patterns of collective nouns.
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