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This workshop addresses two primary research objectives: (i) exploting the role of internal morphosyntactic
and lexico-semantic factors in determining grammatical agreement and (i) examining the impact of native
and non-native varieties of English on agreement patterns. The studies presented identify various factors
influencing agreement, such as the semantic characteristics of subjects (e.g. unified-entity versus collective;
human, animate, inanimate; countable versus non-countable), the meanings of verbs, and the structural and
syntactic complexity of subjects (simple, with dependents, coordinated). Other variables include the
presence of plural nounsand/ ot finite verbsin post-nominal dependents, subject-verb distance, and broader
diatopic tendencies such as regularisation, simplification, and transparency. Each case study formulates
hypotheses grounded in these objectives and applies diverse multivariate methodological approaches to test
them, using corpus data to provide insights into how linguistic and cognitive factors contribute to variation
across internal and external varieties of English.

The workshop includes the following studies:

e David Hernandez-Coalla (Universidade de Vigo): Agreement at the Crossroads of Syntax and
Complexity: A Quantitative Account of Hybrid Verbal Agreement with Collective Nouns.

® Yolanda Fernandez-Pena & Javier Pérez-Guerra (Universidade de Vigo): Subject-Verb Number
Agreementin Flux: Structural Complexity, Proximity, and Linguistic Regularisation in English Varieties.

e Elizaveta Smirnova: Do Native Authors Agree More than Non-Native Professional Writers?

e Alexander Lakaw (University of Eastern Finland) & Mikko Laitinen (Linnaecus University): ‘Liverpool
Were Superior Tonight” Variation and Change of Verbal Agreement Patterns in 1.2 Idiolects.

e Karolina Rudnicka (University of Gdansk): Non-Verbal Plural Number Agreementin English: A Multi-
Perspective Approach.



